A Brief Outline of Community Bands in San Diego
Like so many cities and towns across the United States, San Diego has a proud history of civic and community bands
from the nineteenth century to the present day. In his 2003 Marshall University thesis “The American Community Band:
History and Development”, Jason Michael Hartz writes
“The American community band, then, is a product of its environment, meeting specific needs of communities. As such, it
is also a product of the country’s music education system and a beneficiary of the movement to demonstrate that the band
may be a sound, capable concert ensemble and that band music may be an artistic medium. The American community
band embodies American egalitarian ideals as few other music ensembles can. Its presence in the colonies, its popularity
in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and its modern revival demonstrate its cultural significance. Its
inclusive nature invites Americans from all classes, educational backgrounds, and musical preferences to play music
together.
The American community band is the ideal organization for the satisfaction of musical amateurs desiring to form and
participate in instrumental ensembles. It entertains the public, often at no cost, … with patriotic medleys, marches and
winter favorites while also promoting creative expression and appreciation. Young musicians play alongside old as
generational distinctions are overshadowed by common pursuits. Jazz, pop, and classical music exist harmoniously with
traditional and new band styles.”
One of the earliest bands in San Diego was formed by Jack Dodge; the City Guard Band played in San Diego from the
1880s until 1923. The obituary for Jack Dodge outlines some of his important contributions to San Diego.
“Jack Dodge was awarded a gold medal that signified life membership of the City Guard Band. He held numerous
government positions that included Clerk of San Diego County, City Treasurer, and clerk to the County Board of
Supervisors. He resigned his government positions and became associated with numerous theatres which included the
Isis Theater, the D Street Theater, the Strand Theater, the Garrick Theater and the Spreckels Theater. He was the first
exalted ruler of the San Diego Lodge 168 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks as well as serving seven years
1
with the Company B, Seventh Regiment of the California National Guard.”
Prior to the creation of Balboa Park, Horton Plaza was at the center of many civic functions and concerts.
“Miss Mary Marston, who remembers attending band concerts at the Plaza when she was young, saved many newspaper
clippings about important events taking place there…. In 1880, the City Guard Band gave concerts each Wednesday
night. Jack Dodge, who helped organize the band, and was a member of it, wrote: ‘We had constructed an octagonal shell
on the Plaza for the concerts. The citizens showed their appreciation for our work in weekly large attendance at our
recitals, and this stimulated us into greater achievements, and it was not long before the City Guard Band had a statewide
reputation. It was our custom to parade through the streets of San Diego to the Plaza, where we would give a musical
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program, followed by a good speaker, and then we would close the program with a short number.’ “

“San Diego March” - 1887
Courtesy of Heritage Music Society
&
The Modern City Guard Band
In 1980, the modern version of the City
Guard Band was formed to help carry on
the musical heritage started by Jack
Dodge.

In December 1914 the Organ Pavilion was
dedicated and the Panama-California Exposition
opened in January 1915. As a part of the
exposition, the Panama-California Exposition
Spanish Band played at various venues in Balboa
Park.

“At an Exposition tribute to John D. Spreckels, December 28, 1916, George W. Marston said: ‘I consider the giving of
this instrument (the Spreckels Organ) greater than building railroads or steamships. We who live in San Diego can live
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without means of transportation, but we cannot live without music.’ "
”One of the most distinctive features of an

Exposition rich in distinctive features was
the Organ Pavilion at the south end of the
esplanade connecting to the Plaza de
Panama. Like their father, Claus Spreckels,
who in 1900 gave an outdoor Music Temple
to Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, John
D. and Adolph B. Spreckels gave the Organ
Pavilion in Balboa Park to "the people of
San Diego." 3

Throughout the 20th century, many other community and civic bands gave thousands of hours of musical enjoyment to the
citizens of San Diego. Some of these bands included the Bonham Brothers Band, the Al Bahr Shrine Band, and the San
Diego City-County Band. Bonham Brothers Band won the Mayors Trophy at the Maytime Band Review in 1951 and
1952 as well as the Mayors Trophy at the All Western Band Review in 1941 and 1951; this band performed their last
concert April 22, 1962 in the Balboa Park Bowl after 36 years of performances. The San Diego City-County concert band
performed at the Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park into the 1970s.

Enlarged in 1935, the Organ Pavilion stage can hold an 80 piece band; this along with its long history of free public
concerts and outdoor seating make it a unique venue in San Diego.

Starting in the 1970s, the modern versions of the community band picked up the mantle so proudly borne by their musical
predecessors. In 1981, San Diego community bands played in the very first “Twilight in the Park” concert series at the
Balboa Park Organ Pavilion. These all-volunteer community bands have delighted a myriad of San Diego citizens over
the past three decades.
Below is a listing and brief description of each of the modern community bands in the San Diego area:

City of San Diego
Kearny Mesa Concert Band: Founded 1972 - kearnymesaconcertband.com
The Kearny Mesa Concert Band (KMCB) was established at Mesa
College in 1972 as a showcase for older, talented amateur and
professional musicians. Now the oldest continuously active
community band in San Diego, it is also one of the largest with 60
members. Although younger musicians are active in the band, the
average age is over 55. The band is now a continuing education
class of the San Diego Community College District. Many of our
members are retired military musicians and others have played with
the top names of the Big Band Era. The band performs a variety of
music from classic to contemporary pieces, original compositions,
Broadway show tunes as well as traditional marches.

Kearny Mesa
Concert Band

City Guard Band: Founded 1980 - cityguardband.com
The City Guard Band was organized in 1980 by a group of former
musicians from high school and college bands and Armed Forces
bands. Their desire was to continue playing the old traditional band
literature of Sousa, Fillmore, King and others. To establish the band’s
style, it was determined to take the name of the original City Guard
Band, formed a hundred years earlier by Jack Dodge, and which was
active until 1923. Our particular niche in the world of community
bands is to perform music from the historical period contemporary to
John Philip Sousa's band, roughly 1890 to 1935. We are an allvolunteer community band, whose members meet in rehearsal once a
week in a collegial environment. In addition to our primary objective of
preserving the heritage of band music, our secondary objective is to
provide an enhancing, amicable and supportive environment for
members of our community to exercise their musical skills, at what
ever that level might be.

City Guard Band

Hillcrest Wind Ensemble: Founded 1991 as San Diego's Finest City Freedom Band - hillcrestwindensemble.com
The Hillcrest Wind Ensemble,
one of Southern California's
finest adult musical
organizations, celebrates over
20 years of providing quality
musical programs for the
greater San Diego community.
Originally called San Diego's
Finest City Freedom Band, the
group was formed to bring
music to the LGBT community as a marching band that also played concerts. With the turn of the new century, the band
has evolved into an elite concert band, playing more advanced music with a new mission to entertain the ideal of diversity
within our ranks as well as promoting quality music to all of San Diego.

Coronado
Coronado Community Band: Founded 1997
Sponsored by the Coronado City Council, the
Coronado Community Band is devoted to providing
musical entertainment for the entire community. The
band creates opportunities for musicians of all ages
to come together to exchange ideas and develop
skills, with the common goal of having fun while
making quality music. Working with the Coronado
Schools, the Coronado Community Band mentors
student musicians and encourages them to continue
playing following graduation. It also provides an
opportunity for older musicians who may not have
played in years to once again experience the joy of
making music.

Coronado Community Band

East San Diego County
San Diego Concert Band: Founded 1989 as La Mesa Community Band - sandiegoconcertband.com
Community Bands have been an enduring part of
Americana. The San Diego Concert Band
proudly continues that tradition. Based in East
County, we serve San Diego and neighboring
counties, and have acted as cultural ambassadors
in performances overseas. The San Diego
Concert Band, an all-volunteer community band,
invites musicians of all ability levels to join its
quality performing group. The band frequently
features solos, full sections and small ensembles.
A wide range of music is performed, from
showtunes, movie scores and marches to concert
pieces for symphonic band.

North San Diego County
Palomar/Pacific Coast Concert Band: Founded 1983 - pccband.org
The Palomar/Pacific Coast Concert Band
welcomes you in this our 30th year. As a nonprofit organization and steadfast partner of North
County cultural life, our community band of 60
to 70 wind, brass and percussion players has
performed a wide spectrum of band music
throughout San Diego County. Since 1983, we
have delighted thousands to the sounds of
marches, musical theater, classical, movie scores
and big band music. Our musicians have
appeared in over 300 concerts in venues ranging
from concert halls, parks and band shells, to
schools, shopping centers and theaters.

Palomar/Pacific Coast Concert Band

Coastal Communities Concert Band: Founded 1983
www.cccband.com
The Coastal Communities Concert Band provides its
members with the opportunity for musical expression and
enjoyment at the highest levels of performance, in a
friendly and welcoming environment. Our members and
our foundation promote music education in our public
schools, provide financial support to our charitable
organization partners, and work to preserve and advance
the rich heritage of community bands and band music in
America. We are committed to being one of the premier
community bands in the nation.

Coastal Communities Concert Band

Pomerado Community Band: Founded 1990 - pomeradoband.org
The Pomerado Community Band (PCB) is
comprised of approximately 70 members,
primarily from the Scripps Ranch, Mira
Mesa and Poway areas of San Diego
County, CA. While some of the band’s
members are professional musicians, most
members have full-time jobs, and just
enjoy playing a wide variety of concert
music. The purpose of the Band is to
provide an outlet for musicians in the
North County San Diego area to perform
and to improve their musical skills, foster a
sense of community by performing at local
events and represent our community as
goodwill ambassadors.

Pomerado Community Band
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